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Learning: Approaches to assessment

Using MYP assessment criteria

The MYP assessment criteria across subject groups can be summarized as follows.

A B C D

Language and 
literature

Analysing Organizing Producing text Using language

Language 
acquisition

Listening Reading Speaking Writing

Individuals and 
societies

Knowing and 
understanding

Investigating Communicating Thinking critically

Sciences
Knowing and 
understanding

Inquiring and 
designing

Processing and 
evaluating

Reflecting on the 
impacts of science

Mathematics
Knowing and 
understanding

Investigating 
patterns

Communicating 

Applying 
mathematics 
in real-world 
contexts

Arts Investigating Developing
Creating/
performing

Evaluating

Physical and health 
education

Knowing and 
understanding

Planning for 
performance

Applying and 
performing

Reflecting and 
improving 
performance

Design
Inquiring and 
analysing

Developing ideas
Creating the 
solution

Evaluating

Community project Investigating Planning Taking action Reflecting

Personal project Planning Applying skills Reflecting

Interdisciplinary Evaluating Synthesizing Reflecting

Schools must regularly report student progress towards the MYP objectives using the prescribed 
subject-group assessment criteria. The criteria for each subject group represent the use of knowledge, 
understanding and skills that must be taught. They encompass the factual, conceptual, procedural and 
metacognitive dimensions of knowledge. Assessment criteria for years 1, 3 and 5 of the programme are 
provided in MYP subject-group guides, and their use is mandatory.

In practice, schools often introduce objectives and criteria for MYP years 3 and 5 in the previous year so 
that students in MYP years 2 and 4 become familiar with, and begin working towards, stated requirements, 
adapting and interpreting them in ways that are developmentally appropriate.




